And they said, We saw plainly that the Lord has been with you..
–

Abimelech to Isaac.

No wonder He is called, the Rock of Ages.
Let’s take a walk 32 years down memory lane. The year was July 1986, the buzzing city of today’s
Bangalore was back then just another array of narrow streets and lifeless buildings. Grey painted
the atmosphere, until the Painter of the Skies knew it was time.
It was time for the skies to break forth with the colour of praise and the sparkle of worship. It
was time for the men of God to arise!
Up and about the streets walked a man in response to God’s call in His life. There was a vision
that led him through the storms and the shine even when it tried to blur his sight. He was the
Late and Beloved Pastor Samkutty, with a Bible clutched close to his heart and a mouth that
uttered fervent prayers, for the least, last and lost. “Why Koramangala?” The question was
hurled at him, time and again, but years fast forward, Gilgal AG Church, was God’s way of causing
them to say what Abhimelech told Isaac as he inherited his Rehoboth, that it was Jehovah who
hemmed him in behind and before.
When God told Isaac not to go to Egypt and sojourn in Gerar, He was asking him to stay at a place
that wasn’t as easy as it probably would have been in Egypt. Here, we find an Isaac with his knees
shaking fearing death because of his beautiful wife whom he loved dearly. Out of his fear, came
his folly. But God wrapped Isaac in the covenant He made with His Father, simply because that
was ingrained in His identity. Isaac prospered in the land God asked him to sojourn in. That’s
when the next arrows shoot him. The pangs of envy and hatred and strife attacked him one after
the other. Genesis chapter 26 verse 15 describes how the Philistines put dirt over all the wells
his father Abraham had dug up. And finally, Isaac flees to a humble place, the Valley of Gerar.
But all along, he was running on God’s Promises, His covenant.
Koramangala was the Gerar described in this chapter. There was reproach huddled around the
man of God and his family. For every well dug with tears and reverence, the enemy tried to cover
it with dirt. But God lifted His people up in due time.

Every masterpiece of God finds its home in humble beginnings. Years later, as Dear Pastor Denny Sam and Sister
Gladsy went on their knees to share with Christ’s burden of seeking and saving that which were lost and building
His Church, it wasn’t easy either. Sticks and stones were all along the way. The Gilgal AG Church has now been
blessed with an abundance of people to play the harp and the lyre for God, but all of this began with 5 people
who chose to gather together, sometimes even in a Chemistry lab and worship God in the bittersweet
circumstances of life.
Incense arose from these hearts, day and night, whether it was in the deepest alleys of their lives or even when
the sun shone brightest. A people chosen to see His goodness in all walks of their lives!
People walked in and out of the gathering as they couldn’t see God in the humble walks of life. Difficulties came
along the way, but Pastor and Sister and the handful of believers along with them, clung to God’s promises. They
were Yes and Amen in Him!
And He is the Rock of Ages. The same yesterday, today and forevermore. Constant, Faithful and True. The same
God who kept His word to Isaac, who saw the labor and obedience of his father was the same God at work in
1986. To put in the simplest of words, He never forgets His children. And His Faithfulness carries on from
generation to generation. In Psalm 71 verse 3 we find: Be to me a rock of refuge and a sheltering stronghold to
which I may continually come; You have given the commandment to save me, For you are my rock and my
fortress.
That’s exactly what God could be, would be and is, from the beginning to the end. That’s why He’s called, the
Rock of Ages.
Now, in the valley of Gerar, Isaac begins to build life again along with his wife where he had left it all behind. The
Bible says, “He again dug [and reopened] the wells of water which had been dug in the days of Abraham his
father....” Gen 26:18 (AMP). Here comes the arrows of strife, shooting them all at once. Quarrel among his
servants and finally their conquering of the wells that Isaac was trying to uncover. In his pain and hurting, he
named the well Esek. But God expanded His Esek and turned it into Rehoboth.
He takes you to your Gerar, your Esek on purpose! In the midst of Esek, He will reveal your Rehoboth to you, so
that your Abhimelech will come chasing you down just to tell you that he clearly saw that God had been with you
all along and he longs to see your goodness and make a covenant with you as it happened with Isaac. The one
who turned him away, came all the way just to call him ‘favoured’ and ‘blessed’. Perhaps if Isaac had directed his
path to the comfortable Egypt, he would not have experienced the joy of the Rehoboth that came from the Lord.
As the English Service of Gilgal AG celebrates its 12th anniversary this month, true to its name, God has seen the
reproach of His people and has brought them to an everlasting Rehoboth. What began as a burden in the heart
of a Child of God, is now an answer to the yearning of a lost generation.

The English service began in 2006, in response to the ardent desire of the hearts of a couple of hostel students
who did not enjoy the freedom to worship. Wells dug for God’s Kingdom from years ago, the water abounds in
plenty today. That is His Faithfulness.
Promises coming to pass, dreams coming alive, tears shed over generations to build God’s kingdom, lost being
found. That is God’s Rehoboth for Gilgal AG. And there is more and more to come.
Job chapter 24 verse 16 says, Behold, these are but the outskirts of His ways and how small a whisper do we hear
of him! But the thunder of His power who can understand?
Greater things are yet to come!

Indeed, we have come a long way.
Today, by His Grace, Gilgal AG Church has prayer and worship meetings in four languages: English, Malayalam,
Kannada and Telugu. We are blessed with a Worship Team and Sound Engineering Team that help us channel
our musical skills toward His Glory. We have a Sunday School blessed with eager and competent teachers and
equally impressionable kids. And we are blessed with each other; sharing enthusiasm for the Lord, and sharing
sweet Fellowship in Him.

Toward that end, we wish to commemorate this Anniversary with a Special Program. The program will be allout and inclusive, everyone will be involved: the Church elders, the Sunday School woith its teachers and
students, the Worship Team, and even you, Dearest Reader! There will be sketches, singing, message from the
Word, and much sweet fellowship in the Lord.
And we need your prayers; please do pray ardently for His Guidance so that the event may be Spirit-filled. And
even more for Gilgal AG Church.

See you today evening, and God bless!!! : )
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